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For the first time ever, an Airbus A340 landed in Antarctica. A Portuguese company flew the 
aircraft from South Africa's Cape Town.

The flight from Cape Town to Antarctica lasted five hours, and the journey took 4,630 
kilometers altogether. An adventure camp paid for the flight, and the crew brought food and 
other things to the camp. The crew spent only three hours there.

The captain said that landing on Antarctica was not easy because the runway was icy, and 
there was no equipment which he normally uses at airports.

Most people usually get to Antarctica by ship, so it was very unusual to see an airbus on the 
runway. The company said that they usually carried only a few tourists, scientists, and things 
that people needed to Antarctica.

Difficult words: crew (the people who work together on a plane or ship).



Airbus A340 Lands in Antarctica

Discussion Questions

Topic Talk
1.  Define the word: crew

2.  Where did the first Airbus A340 that landed in Antarctica take off from?

3.  How long did the flight to Antarctica take?

4.  What made their landing on Antarctica difficult?

5.  How do people usually get to Antarctica?

6.  What does the company usually carry with them when they go to Antarctica? 

      
Express Your Thoughts
1.  Would you consider the landing of Airbus A340 a dangerous undertaking?

2.  Have you ever imagined yourself visiting the coldest and driest continent in the world, 

     Antarctica?

3.  Are there places in your country that are inaccessible by airbus? How do people go there 

    instead?


